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At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hatfield  qualified  to' vote  in' 
town  affairs,  Jpril  5,  1813, 

VOTED,  That  Capt.  Cotton  Partridge,  Ifaac  Maltby, 
Efq.  and  Jofeph  Billings,  Efq.  be  a  Committee  in  behalf 
of  the  town  to  wait  upon  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  and  return 
him  their  thanks  for  his  late  Sermons  from  a  portion  of 
the  46th  Pfalm,  and  requeft  him  to  oblige  them  with  a 
copy  for  the  prefs. 

A  true  copy  of  record, 

Atteft—        JOSEPH  BILLINGS,  Town  Clerk 


gxad's  judgments  upon  the  wicked,  the  sali- 
vation of  his  Church 


TWO  SERMONS 

UPON  PSALM  XL VI.  8,  9,  10,  tu 

Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what  deflations  he  hath 
made  in  the  earth.  He  maketh  wars  to  ceafe  unto  the 
end  cf  the  earth;  he  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the 
/pear  in /under,  he  bur  net  h  the  chariot  in  the  fire*  Be 
Jiill  and  know  that  1  am  God,  I  will  be  exalted  among 
the  heathen,  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth.  The  Lord  of 
Ho/is  is  with  us  ;  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge. 

IN  thefe  words,  the  Bfalmill  invites  our  devout  at- 
tention to  the  works  of  the  Lord,  as  they  are  made  mani- 
fed  to  us  in  the  hiftory  of  his  providence.  This  contem- 
plation of  the  operations  of  Divine  power  and  wifdom  is 
an  indifpeniible  duty,  and  affords  leifons  of  interefting  in- 
llru&ion  to  God's  people.  Among  the  various  works  of 
God,  the  defolations  he  hath  made  in  the  earth  are  folemn 
fubje&s  which  demand  our  penitent  and  devout  meditation. 
Let  us,  then,  duly  confider,  what  thofe  defolations  are, 
what  their  caufes  and  what  their  efFe&s,  the  ufeful  purpo- 
fes  they  are  to  anfwer  in  the  rnyfterious  fyftem  of  the  Di- 
vine Government.  We  will  explain  the  truths  inculcated 
by  the  Pfalmift  under  the  following  heads  of  difcourfe  ;  viz. 

I.  With  reverential  awe  we  will  contemplate  the  defo- 
lations which  God  hath  made  in  the  earth. 

II.  We  will  point  out   the  fecondary  caufes  or  inflxu*- 
aients  by  which  thofe  defolations  are  produced. 


III.  We  will  bring  to  view  the  wife  and  falutary  purpo- 
fes  which  God  effects  by  fuch  awful  defolations. 

IV.  We  will  fhow  how  God  brings  fafety  and  peace  to 
his  church  by  the  defolations  with  which  he  vifits  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth. 

In  conformity  to  this  method  of  difcourfe, 

I.  Let  us  contemplate,  with  reverential  awe,  the  defo- 
lations which  God  hath  made  in  the  earth. 

The  infpired  penman  urges  our  attention  to  this  dut} 
of  ftudying  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence.  All 
God's  works  praife  him.  Even  thofe  difaftrous  events 
which  overwhelm  nations  and  empires  and  produce  fcencs 
of  the  deepeft  wretchednefs  and  woe  are  the  deliberate  re- 
fults  of  Divine  counfel  and  goodnefs.  It  is  highly  interefting 
to  us  deeply  to  ponder  God's  terrible  judgments  and  learn 
to  admire  and  acquiefce  in  them  as  the  dictates  not  only 
of  juftice  and  power  but  as  the  fruits  of  God's  truth  and 
faithfulnefs,  his  goodnefs  and  companion. 

We  cannot  by  fearching  find  out  God,  we  cannot  find 
out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection  ;  but  yet  by  an  humble 
prayerful  reading  of  his  word  and  an  adoring  contempla- 
tion of  his  works,  we  may  difcover  much  of  the  fkneis  and 
neceffity  of  thofe  terrible  difpenfations  of  his  providence 
which  confound  the  reafon  of  unfanctified  men,  and  fill  the 
hearts  of  God's  enemies  with  reproaches  of  his  moral  gov- 
ernment, and  blafphemous  imputations  upon  his  holy  name 
and  attributes. 

The  more  we  notice  the  paffing  judgments  of  God  the 
more  fhall  we  learn  of  their  fitneis  and  wifdom,  of  their 
ufe  and  neceffity  in  order  to  make  his  name  and  character, 
his  perfections  and  providence  venerable,  lovely  and  glo- 
rious in  the  view  of  all  difcerning  and  pure  intelligences. 

From  the  morning  of  ti:r;e,  God  hath  made  himfelf 
known  by  the  judgments  which  he  hath  executed  upon  the 
children  of  men.  No  fooner  had  man  renounced  his  alle- 
giance to  God  than  earth  felt  the  wound.  For  man's 
lake   the  ground  was  curfed,  the  garden  of  the  Lord 


was  turned  into  a  wildernefs  and  a  fruitful  field  into  a  de- 
fert.  Briars  and  thorns  covered  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
our  afflicted  race,  through  their  fucceilive  generations  were 
all  doomed,  in  the  fweat  of  their  biows,  to  eat  bread  all 
the  days  of  their  life,  until  they  returned  to  the  ground 
from  whence  they  were  taken. 

Mifery  and  woe  have  embittered  the  days  of  man  for 
thefe  fiv  thoufand  years ;  and  death  has  ("wallowed  up  the 
myriads  of  Adam's  offspring  through  their  numerous  and 
fucceflive  generations.  There  has  been,  there  will  be,  no 
difcharge  in  this  war.  Death  has  come  up  into  our  windows 
and  has  entered  into  our  palaces  to  cut  off  the  children  from 
without  and  the  young  men  from  thejlreets.  Deflruclion  upon 
deftruclion  hath  been  cried  and  the  whole  earth  hath  been 
Jpoiled,  by  the  uniform  and  relentlefs  ravages  of  the  def- 
troying  angel. 

Such  waftnefs  and  defolation  hath  God  made  in  the 
earth,  confuming,  in  his  anger,  every  fucceiTive  generation 
of  men.  But  this  univerfal  deftruclion  of  mankind,  by  the 
uninterrupted  flroke  of  death,  is  not  the  main  thing  intend- 
ed by  thofe  defolations  which  God  hath  made  in  the  earth, 
however  awful  and  terrible  they  may  be  to  our  contem- 
plation. 

God  not  only  magnifies  his  juftice  and  dominion  by  the 
regular  execution  of  his  decree  of  death  upon  all  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  Adam,  by  removing  one  and  bringing 
forward  a  new  generation  of  mortals,  but  he  difplays  his 
terrible  majefty  by  fending  uncommon,  fweeping  judg- 
ments upon  guilty  nations. 

He  has  recorded  the  hiftory  of  the  moil:  awful  defola- 
tion of  a  univerfal  deluge  of  waters  by  which  he  over- 
whelmed the  world,  and  buried  in  death.,  every  living 
thing  which  breathed  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  both  men 
and  beads,  the  fowls  of  the  air  and  every  cr  eping  thing. 
None  were  exempted  from  this  awful  cataftrophe^  except- 
ing Noah  and  his  family  and  the  animals  which  he  had 
gathered  with  him  into  the  ark. 
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This  umverfal  flood  was  the   ttioft   terrible  deftrur 
which  God  ever  fent  upon  the  earth,  or  ever  will  fend  imtf 
the  end  of  the  world,  when  this  earth  and    thefe  heavens 
are  to  be  burnt  up,  in  one  general  conflagration. 

But  the  whole  hi  (lory  of  providence  from  the  flood  of 
Noah  to  the  deitruclion  of  the  world  by  lire  is  -'hverfified 
with  terrible  and  wailing  judgments.  Awful  deflations 
are,  in  fucceflion  fent  upon  the  guilty  communities  and  na- 
tions of  mankind  No  age,  no  country,  has  been  exempt- 
ed from  overwhelming  evils.  Even  the  people  of  God 
are,  at  times,  made  to  drink  deep  of  this  cup  of  wormwood 
and  gall. 

Wailing  and  reientleis  war  has  made  her  ravages,  with 
but  few  and  ihort  intermifTions,  from  the  days  of  the  tyrant 
Nimrod  down  to  the  Nimrod  of  our  own  age.  Nation 
hath  rifen  againfl  nation  and  kingdom  againft  kingdom, 
Wars  and  peililences,  the  convuliicns  of  the  elements  and 
earthquakes  in  divers  places  have  filled  the  habitations  of 
men  with  lamentation  and  woe  and  their  hearts  with  terror 
and  difrnay. 

Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and  the  cities  of  the  plain  were 
overwhelmed  with  a  tempeft  of  fire  and  brimflone  fent 
down  from  God  out  of  heaven  to  confume  thofe  polluted 
cities. 

Egypt  was  made  defolate  by  the  ten  plagues  brought 
on  it  by  the  rod  of  God  in  the  hand  of  Mofes.  Her  firfl 
born  were,  finally,  all  ilain,  by  the  defhroying  angel.  Her 
king  and  his  mighty  men  and  his  chief  captains,  his  chari- 
iots  and  his  hone  men  mith  an  immenfe  army  were  drown- 
ed in  the  depths  ol  the  Red  Sea. 

In  hi^nerce  anger  God  overthrew  the  numberleis  hods 
p\  Amalek,  of  Canaan  and  Midian  ;   brake  in  pieces  their 
:ts  of  iron  and  levelled  in  the  dufl  their  cities  walled 
up  to  heaven. 

In  his  jeaioufy  tor  his  great  name  and  to  puniih  the  re- 
volting tribes  for  their  apoflacy  from  the  true  religion  and 
for  their  idolatry  h  worshipping  the  calves  of  Jeroboam 


God  overwhelmed  the  Ifraelites  by  the  mod  Ggnal  deftruc- 
tion  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  human  wars.  For  in  one 
battle  were  Sain  five  hundred  thoufand  chofen  warriors  ao4 
the  nation  was  fo  humbled  and  broken  as  never  to  recover 
effectually  from  the  deadly  wound. 

In  the  book  of  God  we  read  the  defoiaticns  of  Judah 
by  the  invasion  of  the  Affyrians  and  the  confequent  ven» 
geance  of  heaven  againfl  thofe  infolent  and  cruel  invaders 
in  the  deaths  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thoufand  mea 
in  one  night  by  the  fword  of  the  deftroving  angel  fent  to 
avenge  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts  which  the  adverfary 
had  blafphemed. 

How  gloomy,  how  difaftrous  were  the  defoiaticns  of 
Judah  and  Jerufalem  by  the  arms  of  the  king  of  Babylon  ? 
The  country  was  laid  wade.  The  royal  city  and  the  tem- 
ple of  Jehovah  were  burnt  with  fire.  Countlefs  multitudes 
were  deilroyed  by  the  force  of  the  fword  ;  and  the  rem- 
nant who  efcaped  were  carried  captive  and  the  land  laid 
wade  for  feventy  years. 

What  an  awful  retribution  was  foon  brought  upon  Bab- 
ylon for  this  bloody  cruelty  and  unfeeling  opprefrlcn  of  the 
people  of  Judah  and  of  the  other  nations  who  had  been 
reduced  under  the  ignominious  and  iron  yoke  ? 

From  contemplating  the  terrible  overthrow  of  the  Baby- 
lonian empire  let  our  attention  be  directed  to  the  awful, 
unexampled  defolations  which  befel  the  Jewilh  nation, 
their  royal  city  and  their  holy  temple  by  the  irrefiftible' 
arms  of  the  Roman  empire.  This  awful  cataftrophe  took 
place  a  few  years  after  the  crucifixion  of  our  adorable  Je- 
fus,  who,  by  their  wicked  hands,  was  flain  without  the 
gates  of  Jerufalem.  Such  a  wafte  of  human  life  by  the 
fword,  by  bloody  factions,  by  civil  difcord,  by  mutual 
flaughter,  by  famine  and  peftiience  was  never  witnefled 
before  fince  men  had  dwelt  on  the  earth.  Thus  did  the 
Lord  accomplifh  his  awful  threatning,  when  weeping  ever 
their  irretrievable  fall,  he  faid,  Behld  your  houfe  is  Lit 
■into  you defolatz*  How  are  the  fruits  and  effects  of  this  awfu! 
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vifitation  ft  ill  experienced  in  the  total  difperfion,  the  abjec> 
humiliation  and  captivity  of  that  devoted  race  who  remain  a 
monument  of  the  v?rath  of  God,  a  taunt  and  abyeword,  the 
fcorn  and  derifion  of  the  Gentile  nations  unto  this  day. 

As  the  hiftory  of  the  nation  of  Ifrael  is  a  narrative  of 
their  wars  and  tumults,  their  miferies  and  devastations, 
their  internal  conflicts  and  their  contentions  with  other  na- 
tions ;  fuch  likewife  has  been  the  hiftory  of  the  Chriftian 
Church  and  the  nations  in  her  communion  from  her  firfl 
eftablifhment  down  to  the  prefent  age.  The  people  of 
God  have  been  oppreiTed  with  wrongs  from  the  malice 
and  unbridled  rage  of  ungodly  and  perfecuting  powers. 
How  many  acts  of  apoftafy  have  called  for  the  rod  of 
God's  difcipline  and  correction  upon  his  own  heritage  ? 
"What  internal  diffentions  and  bloody  wars  have  anfen 
among  profefled  Chriftians  and  laid  the  garden  of  God 
wade  and  defolate  ?  What  fcenes  of  ruin,  what  torrents 
of  blood  have  been  witnefied  among  the  profeiTed  follow- 
ers of  Jefus  ? 

The  apoftate  Church  of  Rome,  with  heaven-daring  ef- 
frontery, hath  affumed  the  prerogatives  of  the  Mod  High  ; 
hath  for  many  long  centuries  killed  and  faved  alive  at  her 
pleafure.  She  hath  pra&ifed  and  made  craft  to  profper 
in  her  hand.  For  centuries  the  fields  of  Europe  have  been 
crimfoned  with  the  blood  of  helplefs  victims,  with  the 
blood  of  faints  and  martyrs,  who  have  bled  for  the  tedi- 
mony  of  Jefus  and  the  hope  of  the  gofpel.  Now  for 
twelve  hundred  years  has  the  Romifli  Church,  the  true 
mytticai  Babylon  filled  the  world  with  wild  uproar,  with 
havoc  and  ruin.  She  has  died  the  beft  blood  in  Chriden- 
dom  and  made  herfelf  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  faints 
and  martyrs  of  Jefus.  The  blood  of  martyrs  has  been 
poured  out  like  water.  The  mod  populous  regions  have 
been  (tripped  of  their  inhabitants.  Millions  upon  millions 
have  fallen  in  the  ambitious  and  perfecutiong  wars  of  Eu- 
rope and  by  famine  and  peflilence,  which  have  co-operat- 
ed with  the  favage  violence  of  men.     The  mod  delightful 
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regions  have  been  made  the  theatre  of  fuffering  and  woe. 
Fruitful  fields  have  been  turned  into  a  defert  or  into  fields 
ofbiood.  The  fouls  cfthofe,  who  have  been  wantonly 
butchered  by  the  fwords  of  raffias  persecutors,  have  now 
for  many  long  centuries  cried  to  God  from  under  the  al- 
tar, faying,  Bow  long  0  Lord  holy  and  true  dift  thou  not 
judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  who  dwell  on  the  earth. 

My  hearers,  there  has  been  no  age,  fince  men  have 
heard  of  the  merciful  name  of  a  Saviour,  in  which  fuch 
wide  and  fearful  defolations  have  been  made  in  the  earth 
as  this  age  in  which  we  live.  But  yet  as  an  omen  for  good 
and  as  a  token  that  God  is  foon  to  avenge  his  own  elect, 
this  mifery  and  ruin  has  fallen,  mainly,  upon  the  antichrif- 
tian  idolatrous  nations,  who  have  in  times  pafTed  wailed 
the  church  and  filled  the  world  with  fuffering  and  death. 
The  Lord  of  Hofts  is  making  defolate  the  enemies  of  God 
and  man. 

Since  the  rife  of  the  Man  of  fin  in  the  apoftate,  idola- 
trous Church  of  Rome,  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  have  been 
filled  with  darknefs,  buried  in  crimes  and  agitated  with 
the  mofl  frightful  feries  of  convulfion,  tumult  and  diftrefs 
of  nations.  But  as  the  time  fixed  by  heaven's  decree  for 
the  finifhing  of  tranfgrefHon  and  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
tranfgrefibrs  has  approached ;  as  Babylon  was  coming  up 
into  remembrance  before  God  and  her  awful  downfall  was 
at  the  door,  fo  the  rage  of  God's  enemies  has  increafed 
and  they  have  filled  the  world  with  an  uncommon  portion 
of  violence  and  tumult. 

God,  who  is  to  be  acknowledged  in  all  events,  has  let 
loofe  from  the  bottomlefs  pit,  multitudes  of  the  fpirits  of 
darknefs  and  delufion.  Thefe  evil  fpirits  have  gone  out 
Into  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Rornifh  Bead  and  have  fown 
the  feeds  of  every  crime  and  put  into  activity  every  inflru- 
ment  of  fraud,  outrage  and  bloodfhed.  Since  the  days  of 
human  tranfgreflion,  men  have  never  witneffed  fuch  a  com- 
plication of  villanies,  fuch  fcenes  of  violence  and  out- 
rage. 


France  in  particular  and  Europe  in  general  have  palled 
under  inch  awful  judgments  and  tatted  fuch  degrading 
bondage,  roifery  and  death  as  far  exceed  all  the  ihame  and 
fufferings  of  preceding  ages.  In  the  period  of  twenty 
years  half  the  military  (Irengtb  of  Continental  F.urope  has 
fallen  under  the  edge  of  the  fvvord.  Every  thing  lovely 
and  defirable,  every  thing  venerable  and  praifeworthy  in 
the  condition  of  man  and  in  the  inllitutions  offocicty  have 
been  demolished  by  the  ruthlefs  hand  of  the  bafeftof  men, 
the  mod  unfeeling  tyrants. 

The  palled  year  has  been  fignalized  in  the  annals  of 
Providence  as  pregnant  vvkh  miferies  and  woes  to  the  race 
of  man.  By  way  of  pre-eminence  it  is  the  year  of  God's 
angry  vifitation.  What  deflations  hath  he  made  in  the 
earth  in  the  fhort  period  of  a  few  months. 

The  kings  confederated  under  the  banners  of  infidel 
France  have  muttered  and  marihalled  the  great  portion  of 
their  efficient  military  flrength  againfl  the  unoffending 
Ruffian  empire.  After  the  mofl  dreadful  and  devaluating 
battles  and  unparalleled  deftruclion  of  property  and  awfol 
conflagrations,  they  have  fallen  prolirate  in  the  high  places 
of  the  field,  have  loft  their  armies  by  the  immediate  hand 
of  God,  by  peftilcnt  ficknefs.  God  hath  given  them  as 
ilubble  to  the  edge  of  the  fword  or  led  them  captive  into 
their  enemies  land. 

Never,  never  fcarcely,  in  any  war  has  there  been  fuch 
a  deftru&ion  of  human  life,  fuch  a  proftration  of  military 
power  and  glory.  This  has  been  the  year  of  God's  fierce 
indignation  upon  the  enemies  of  his  church  and  the  def- 
troyers  of  mankind.  God  has  given  them  blood  to  drink 
for  they  are  worthy.  And  the  feeble  remnant  who  have 
efcaped  hath  he  turned  back  with  Ihame,  to  their  own 
land. 

And  now,  alas,  thefe  defolations  which  have  fo  long  af- 
flicted other  guilty  nations  have  begun  their  fearful  opera- 
tions in  our  own  country  and  threaten  to  open  to  our  a£ 
toniihed  view  a  black  catalogue  of  woes. 


II 

Let  us  proceed  according  to  our  plan, 

II.  To  point  out  forae  of  the  caufes  or  inflruments  by 
which  thefe  defolations  are  produced. 

The  Pfalmift  affures  us,  that  the  defolations,  which  af- 
flict and  wafts  the  nations  of  the  earth,  are,  The  works  of 
the  Lord,  By  thofe  who  believe  in  the  fupremacy  and 
providence  of  God  no  doctrine  is  more  readily  received 
than  this,  That  all  events,  the  mofi  difajlrous  as  well  as  the 
moji  pro/per cus  are  under  the  immediate  direction  and  con- 
troul  of  the  wife  and  holy  God,  He  doth  whatfoever  pleaf 
eth  him.  Affliclion  comet  h  not  forth  of  the  duft,  neither  doth 
trouble  fpring  cut  of  the  ground.  There  u  no  evil  in  the  city 
and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it.  Hoping,  therefore, 
that  you  all  believe  in  God  and  adopt  the  fcriptures 
as  the  flandard  of  your  faith,  I  fhall  not  fpend  time  to  prove3 
that  the  directing,  all-contrculing  hand  of  God  is  to  be 
found  in  all  the  perplexing  and  difaftrous  events  which 
take  place  in  our  world. 

But  as,  in  all  his  other  works,  God  employs  means  and 
inflruments  for  their  production,  to  in  the  evils  which 
come  upon  the  earth  we  are  to  look  for  fecond  caufes  and 
fubordinate  inflruments  which  he  ufes  to  effect  thefe  pur- 
pofes.  Let  us,  then,  enquire,  what  are  the  fecond  caufes, 
what  the  means  and  inflruments  employed  in  the  defola- 
tions of  the  earth. 

In  general,  we  may  obferve,  that  fin  or  difobedience  to 
the  laws  of  God  is  the  procuring  caufe  of  his  anger. 
When  we  fee  a  world  overwhelmed  in  mifery,  then  we  fee 
a  world  lying  in  wickednefs.  Moral  g-uilt  and  depravity- 
are  the  invariable  fources  of  natural  evil.  The  reafon  why 
this  world  is  curfed  and  its  inhabitants  are  groaning  under 
multiplied  fufferings,  and  are  all  doomed  to  death  is,  that 
they  are  all  tranfgreffors  and  are  involved  in  the  curfe  of 
difobedience.  Sin  hath  entered  into  the  world  and  death  by 
fm,  andfo  death  hath  pafftd  upon  all  men,  for  that  ail  have 
finned*     Hence  is  that  flated,  uniform  defolation  which 
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proftratcs  in  the  dull  and  buries  in  the  tomb  all  the  indi- 
viduals of  mankind  in  their  fucceiiive  generations. 

But  our  fubjeft  requires  us,  more  particular!/,  to  no- 
tice other  caufes  of  human  mifery  and  dcftrucYkjn.  For 
the  general  decree  of  fullering  and  death  which  alike  af- 
fects every  country  and  every  age  of  men  is  accompanied 
with  other  decrees  of  Divine  wifdom  by  which  men  in  one 
age  or  in  one  country  are  doomed  to  more  peculiar  and 
awful  punifhments.  The  caufes  of  thefe  unufual  puniih- 
ments  are  the  prevalence  of  particular  offences  in  an  un- 
common and  aggravated  degree. 

Such,  are  we  taught,  was  the  caufe  of  the  univerfal  del- 
uge. Men  had  funk  into  every  conceivable  excefs  of 
wickednefs.  The  imaginations  of  the  thoughts  of  their  hearts 
were  only  evil  and  conl'mitally.  Allfiefh  had  corrupted  their 
way.  All  had  combined  againd  reproof  and  correction. 
They  would  not  repent.  They  would  not  liften  to  God's 
warning  voice.  For  this  profligacy  of  opinions  and  man- 
ners,  for  this  prefumptuous  contumacy  it  was  requifite  for 
the  honour  of  the  Divine  government,  that  they  fhould  all 
be  overwhelmed  in  a  deluge  of  waters. 

The  peculiar  fins  of  Sodom,  the  irreclaimable  temper  of 
the  inhabitants  brought  down  fire  and  brimftone  from  hea- 
ven to  confurne  them. 

The  daring  rebellion  of  Pharaoh  and  his  fervants  againd 
the  warning  voice  of  God,  their  cruel  oppreiTions  of  the 
Ifraelitcs,  their  relentlefs  fnedding  of  the  blood  of  the  male 
children  of  the  Hebrews  were  the  appropriate  caufes  of 
God's  deftroying  their  firll  born  and  of  his  alluring  them 
into  the  Red  Sea  and  there  overwhelming  their  mighty  ar- 
mies in  the  deep  waters. 

The  nations  of  Canaan  had  not,  only,  linned  like  other 
nations  but  far  beyond  them  ;  their  iniquities  had  come 
to  the  full  ;  they  would  take  no  warning  from  heaven  ; 
they  would  maintain  their  unjud  claim  to  the  country 
which  God  had,  exprefsly  as  they  knew,  given  to  the  feed 
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of  Abraham.     Thefe  peculiar  fins  brought  on  and  precip- 
itated their  exemplary  deftruction. 

The  people  of  God  are  under  fpecial  obligations  of  alle- 
giance. Do  they  violate  their  covenant  obligations;  be- 
come immoral  like  other  nations ;  defpife  and  profane  his 
worfhip,  his  fabbaths,  his  fanctuary  and  his  ordinances  ? 
Thefe  are  the  affigned  caufes  of  their  fore  correction  and  if 
they  remain  incorrigible,  of  their  being  utterly  cad:  off  and, 
thus,  made  the  examples  of  fome  lingular  and  awful  ven- 
geance. Their  land  is  laid  defolate  that  it  may  reft  from 
the  burden  and  provocations  of  their  fins.  For  this  caufe 
were  the  Jews  fo  awfully  deftroyed  by  the  Chaldeans. 

As  there  was  a  lingular  cruelty  and  brutality  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  Chaldeans  towards  the  Jews  and  other  con- 
quered nations ;  as  they  were  bloated  wiih  an  infolent, 
heaven  daring  pride  ;  as  they  attributed  their  victories  to 
their  own  policy  and  prowefs  fo  thefe  were  the  reafons  of 
a  moft  wonderful  overthrow  and  defolation  of  Babylon 
and  all  its  dependent  territories. 

But  we  will  bring  to  view  the  particular  fins  which  pro- 
duced the  deftruction  of  the  Jews  by  the  fword  of  the  Ro- 
mans. As  this  is  one  of  the  moft  terrible  national  defo- 
lations  recorded  in  hiftory,  fo  were  the  punifhments  inflict- 
ed fingularly  appropriate  to  the  fins  which  produced  them. 
This  general  characteriftic  attached  itfelf  to  the  guilt  of 
the  Jewifh  nation,  even  a  long  continued  difpofition  to 
abufe  their  church  privileges,  to  debafe  God's  worfhip,  to 
forfake  him,  to  abufe  and  per fecute  his  miniftering  fervants 
and  to  fink  into  the  immoralities  and  idolatries  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations.  To  carry  their  wicked  temper  into  full 
exercife,  when  God  fent  his  owrn  Son  to  enlighten  and 
fave  them  they  refufed  to  receive  and  obey  him,  they  took 
him  and  by  wicked  hands  did  crucify  and  flay  him  and  cafl 
him  out  of  the  vineyard.  Thefe  habitual,  perfevering  na- 
tional fins,  fo  often  corrected  but  yet  never  effectually  re- 
nounced were  confummated  in  the  death  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,    This  brought  the  wrath  of  God  upon  them  unto 
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the  uttermoft.  To  render  their  rain  more  awfully  exem- 
plary they  were  permitted  to  run  into  new  additional  fins. 
They  went  after  falfe  Chrifts.  They  imbibed  a  prefump- 
tuous  confidence  in  their  own  flrength  and  in  the  certainty 
of  being  delivered.  They  were  involved  in  deadly  dhTen- 
tions  among  themfelves.  The  conflicting  parties  in  the 
nation  no  fooner  obtained  a  momentary  relief  from  the  at- 
tacks of  the  Romans  than  they  fell  to  deflroying  one  an- 
other and  to  con  fuming  all  their  means  of  fubfiftence  and 
defence.  All  this  malignant  violence,  aggravated  by  a 
felf  confidence  and  contumacy  beyond  a  parallel,  plunged 
them  into  a  deftru&ion  fo  lamentable  as  even  to  raife  the 
pity  and  tears  of  their  embittered  enemies.  Such  were 
the  procuring  caufes  of  God's  dreadful  anger  againft  his 
own  chofen  people.  Hence  w?as  he  led  to  abhor  his  own 
inheritance  and  to  give  over  to  defolation  the  city  where 
his  honour  had  dwelt  and  where  his  Son  appeared  in  the 
fiefli  to  take  away  fm. 

Now  let  us  examine  the  immediate  caufes  of  the  awful 
defolations  which  God  fends  upon  the  powers  under  the 
influence  of  myftical  Babylon,  the  Romifh  Church.  Thefe 
caufes  are  the  peculiar  fins  into  which  they  have  fallen. 
Thefe  fins  are  apoftacy-— idolatry— blafphemy  ; — the 
prevalence  of  every  kind  of  immorality,  lewdnefs,  avarice, 
fraud,  extortion,  oppreiTion,  particularly  a  cruel  fanguina- 
ry  perfecution  of  the  true  followers  of  Chriil  and  of  all  fuch 
as  oppofe  their  tyranny. 

While  the  church  of  Chrift  has  for  ages  groaned  under 
the  outrages  of  popiih  perfecutors,  the  kingdoms  of  the 
bead  have  been  plagued  and  tormented  by  the  mod  ter- 
rific judgments.  For  hundreds  of  years  Europe  has  been 
drenched  in  blood  and  wafted  with  other  plagues  the  im- 
mediate fruits  of  thefe  fins  and  impieties.  Since  the 
French  revolution,  France  and  the  other  popifli  countries 
and  the  apoftate  fe&ions  of  the  proteftant  Church  have 
been  involved  in  one  uniform  convulfion.  Thefe  horrid 
fcenes  have  been  made  more  horrible  by  that  fpirit  of  li- 
centioufnefs,  of  lying  and  difcord  which  has  gone  abroad 
among  the  nations. 
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The  policy  of  the  authors  of  thefe  woes  has  been  te 
make  the  word  paffions  of  a  depraved  heart  fubfervient  to 
their  malice  and  ambition.  Lying  is  reduced  to  a  fyftetn 
and  has  been  the  balls  of  all  thofe  meafures  which  have 
filled  the  earth  with  lamentation  and  woe.  Sowing  difcord 
among  brethren  has  been  another  fruitful  fource  of  mif- 
chief.  To  this  I  may  add  a  total  renunciation  of  all  faith 
among  nations  and  a  dereliction  of  all  moral  principle.  Hell 
never  fo  effectually  let  lcofe  upon  men  her  profligate  arts 
and  malignant  lufts. 

Hence  it  is,  that  one  monftrous  power  the  livelieft,  im- 
age of  hell  upon  earth  has  divided,  humbled  and  fubdued 
the  potent  {rates  and  kingdoms  of  the  European  continent 
and  faftened  on  their  necks  a  yoke  more  galling  and  fer^ 
vile  than  men  ever  before  endured. 

The  laft  year,  in  confequence  of  thefe  fins,  has  experi- 
enced more  butcheries  by  the  fword,  more  deaths  by  fam- 
ine and  peftilence,  more  tokens  of  the  angry  wrath  of  hea- 
ven than  were  ever  witneffed  by  the  children  of  men  in  fo 
fhort  a  period  fince  the  afcenfion  of  our  Saviour  into  hea- 
ven. It  is  no  exaggeration  to  fuppofe  that,  in  one  yean, 
at  lead  half  the  effective  military  force  of  continental  Eu- 
rope has  been  annihilated  by  the  fword,  by  captivity,  by 
famine  and  peftilence. 

And,  alafs,  the  fame  awful  defolations  which  have  begun 
in  our  land  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  fame  caufes,  the 
fame  peftilent  vices  which  have  pulled  fuch  ruin  upon  the 
other  nations  of  Chriftendom.  We  too  by  adopting  the 
policy  and  the  crimes  of  others  are  brought  under  the  def- 
olating  rod  of  God.  Are  the  military  refources  of  our 
country  and  its  revenues  threatned  with  ruin  r  Has  dif- 
grace  covered  our  faces  with  fhame  ?  Have  our  military- 
preparations  been  fruitlefs  ?  Has  the  greater  portion  of 
our  armed  men  fallen  by  the  fword,  by  captivity  and  pef- 
tilence ?  And  has  death  fpread  its  dreadful  ravages  through 
various  regions  of  our  country  ;  entered  into  our  win- 
dows and  covered  thoufands  with   fackcloth  ?    And?  my 
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hearers,  is  there  not  a  canfe  ?  Is  there  not  a  peculiar  and 
appropriate  caufe  for  thefe  defolations  which  have  begun 
their  ravages  and  threaten  us  with  a  flill  heavier  ruin  ?  Yes 
there  is  a  caufe,  a  plain  apparent  caufe.  Our  miferies 
fpring  from  our  fooliiTi  boafting  felf-confidence — from  the 
injuftice  we  have  committed  againfl  others — from  the 
abounding  of  falfhood — from  the  flagrant  abufe  of  good 
men— from  the  fpirit  of  party — from  that  difcord  among 
brethren  the  feeds  of  which  have  been  fown  with  an  inde- 
fatigable induftry  in  every  corner  of  our  country.  Whence 
come  wars  and  fightings  among  you  ?  come  they  not  hence  even 
of  your  lufts  ? 

I  have  attempted  to  point  out  to  you  the  procuring 
caufes  of  God's  defolating  judgments,  let  me  add  a  few 
obfervations  concerning  the  inftruments  which  he  employs 
when  he  overturneth  the  earth  and  maketh  it  defolate. 

All  creatures,  the  hods  of  angels  holy  and  fallen,  the 
myriads  of  the  human  race  virtuous  and  wicked,  the  ani- 
mal creation  and  the  elements  of  matter  are,  each  and  all, 
the  fervants  of  Jehovah,  the  minifters  of  his  fovereign 
pleafure.  He  is  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  the  God  of  battles. 
Heaven,  earth  and  hell  move  at  his  command.  He  fends 
forth  good  angels  and  evil  angels  to  execute  his  will  ; 
faints  and  iinners  to  perform  his  work.  Rain  and  vapour, 
fnow  and  hail  and  flormy  wind  fulfil  his  counfels  of 
wrath  or  of  mercy.  In  his  work  are  combined  all  the  ele- 
ments. The  laws  of  nature  in  their  regular  courfe  and  by 
their  miraculous  fufpenfion  alike  lend  their  aid  to  the  de- 
figns  of  his  unerring  government.  Let  us  then  contem- 
plate thefe  various  inftruments  by  which  God  hath  exe- 
cuted his  vengeance  and  made  the  earth  defolate. 

A  convulfion  of  the  elements  brought  deftruction  upon 
the  old  world.  The  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
broken  up  and  mingling  with  the  rain  of  heaven  deluged 
the  earth  and  deftroyed  the  millions  of  miners  who  had  fo 
long  infulted  his  authority  and  fet  at  defiance  his  threat- 
nings.     Again  the  waters  of  the  deep  were  dried  up  until 
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the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  had  palled  over  and  then  re- 
turning drowned  his  enemies  in  the  depths  of  the  fea.  A 
ftorm  of  fire  and  brimdone  fent  down  front  heaven  con- 
fumed  the  Wicked  and  made  them  examples  of  the  ven- 
geance of  eternal  fire.  The  earth  opened  and  fwallowed 
up  the  rebels  in  the  camp  of  Ifrael.  Hail  and  temped  and 
hot  thunderbolts  devoured  the  land  of  Egypt.  Even  the 
mod  contemptible  infers  exhaufted  their  refources  and  dri« 
ed  up  their  drength.  And  how  often  are  feeble  infects, 
blading,  mildew,  drought,  and  temped  the  agents  of  God 
in  withdrawing  fubfidence  from  ungrateful  man  ?  And 
how  often  are  thefe  more  potent  indruments,  (bakings  and 
convulfions  of  the  earth,  the  weapons  of  heaven  to  over- 
throw the  cities  and  dwellings  of  men  and  lay  their  fub- 
dance  and  lives  in  ruins. 

At  times  the  atmofphere  is  loaded  with  noxious  vapours, 
filling  the  habitations  of  finners  with  contagious  and  pedi- 
lent  difeafes  and  covering  a  country  with  lamentation  and 
defpair  ?  The  dars  alfo  in  their  courfes  light  againd  God's 
enemies* 

The  intellectual  world,  nolefs  obfequioufly,  waits  God's 
will,  when  he  would  fend  abroad  his  judgments.  Evil 
angels  were  fent  among  the  Egyptians  to  fcourge  their 
crimes.  Eying  fpirits  deceived  Ahab  to  his  ruin.  Good 
angels  cheerfully  execute  his  pleafure.  An  angel  flretch- 
ed  out  his  hand  over  Jerusalem  and  dedroyed  feventy 
thoufand  of  David's  guilty  fubjects.  An  angel  in  one 
night  dedroyed  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thoufand  in 
the  camp  of  Affyria. 

But  it  is  probable  that  the  mod  common  indruments  by 
which  God  fends  deflations  on  the  earth  are  famine,  pef- 
tilence  and   war,     Nothing  is   fo  common  as  for  God  to 
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make  one  guilty  nation  fcourge  and  punifh  another.  With 
mutual  hatred  and  relentlefs  fury  they  turn  their  fwords 
upon  each  other.  The  wars  which  have  fo  long  prevailed 
in  our  day  and  which  at  length  have  reached  our  guilty 
coads  and  borders  are  the  progeny  of  the  unhallowed  pz£- 
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fions  of  corrupt  men ;  thefe  men  are  the  rod  in  GodYhand 
to  punifh  the  abounding  wickednefs  of  this  age  in  which 
we  live.  It  is  wife,  it  is  juft,  it  is  fitting  and  neceffary  that 
wicked  men  fliould  have  their  lufts  and  crimes  punifhed 
by  men  of  the  fame  evil  paflions  with  themfelves.  Never 
had  men  clearer  evidence  than  now,  That  Jin  is  its  own  de- 
fir  oyer  and  that  bad  men  are  necejfary  to  inflicl  fuch  punifh* 
ments  as  Jhall  vindicate  the  government  of  heaven* 
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vation of  his  Church. 


SERMON  II 

IIF.  Let  us  bring  to  view  the  wife  and  falutary  purpo- 
ses which  God  effects  by  fuch  awful  defolations. 

We  cannot  fuppofe  that  events  of  fuch  gloomy  afpect, 
by  which  fo  much  diftrefs  and  ruin  are  brought  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  come  by  chance  or  that  they  are 
under  the  controul  of  human  policy  and  the  turbulent  paf~ 
iions  of  ambitious  and  cruel  men.     Men  are  fubordinate 
agents,  independent  inftruments  in  the  production  of  dif- 
aftreus  events.     They  feel  and  act  and   talk  as  though 
they  were  principals  in  the  evils  which  come  upon  the 
earth ;  but  the  fact  is,  they  counfel  and  devife,  they  rage 
and  contend  under  the  effectual  fuperintendence  and  con- 
troul of  the  Lord  of  Holts ;  they  perform  nothing  but  ac- 
cording to  his  fovereign  good  pleafure.     The  God,  who 
orders  thefe  perplexing  and  difaflrous   events  mud  have 
fome  faitable  and  ufeful  purpofes  to  anfwer  by  them  ;  fome 
adequate  and  certain  good  mult  refult  from  fuch  a  feries  of 
evils  and  miferies.     We  will  now  enquire  what  valuable 
purpofes  are  fecured  by  the  defolations  which  God  hath 
made  in  the  earth.     A  few  of  thefe  valuable  purpofes  will 
be  mentioned  and  difcuffed. 

i  ft,  The  defolations  brought  upon  the  earth  afford  a 
wonderful  difplay  of  the  righteoaihefs  or  God's  govern- 
ment. 

God's  laws  are  an  unerring  tranfeript  of  his  character. 
In  thofe  laws  we  read  not  only  what  God  requires  of  his 
fubjects,  but  what  constitutes  his  effential  perfection  and 
glory.  The  fanctions  ef  the  law  comprize  thofe  penalties 
and  rewards  which  are  fuitable  and  necelTary  to  eftablifk 
the  moral  governmeut  of  God  as  holy,  juft  and  good.  He 
'hreatens  tranfgreflbrs  with  nothing  more  fevere  than  the 
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enormity  of  Tin  and  the  claims  of  juftice  require  to  be  in- 
dicted on  offenders.  The  wages  of  fin  is  death.  Death 
rauft  follow  fin  or  God's  juftice  will  be  impeached  and  his 
authority  fubverted.  Juftice  made  it  neceffary  that  God 
ihould  threaten  fin  with  an  adequate  puuifhment.  And 
both  truth  and  juftice,  yea  even  benevolence  render  the 
executions  of  the  threat  indifpenfable.  So  neceffary 
is  the  punifhment  of  offenders  that  without  it  the  throne 
pf  heaven  would  be  fhaken  and  the  character  of  Jehovah 
irreparably  tarniihed.  And,  then,  what  complacency  could 
holy  beings  have  in  the  contemplation  of  the  works  and 
attributes  of  God  ?  What  confident  reliance  upon  his  mo- 
ral rectitude  ?  That  men  ihould  die  for  iin  is,  therefore, 
neceffary  that  God  may  be  glorious  in  holinefs  and  his 
obedient  fubjects  be  bleffed  in  him. 

The  foul  who  ilnneth  muft  die,  muft  endure  the  antece- 
dent fufferings  and  final  pangs  of  diffolution  that  God's 
law  and  government  may  be  vindicated.  It  is  equally  ne- 
ceffary that  national  evils,  calamities  of  an  awful  and  dif- 
treiBng  nature  fhould  fall  upon  communities  and  tribes  of 
men  who  defy  God's  authority  and  trample  under  foot 
his  laws.  Provided  they  refufe  to  take  warning,  to  repent 
and  turn  from  their  perverfe  ways  Divine  juftice  is  pledg- 
ed to  inflict,  heavy  plagues  and  calamities  upon  them. 
When  they  walk  contrary  to  him,  he  muft  walk  contrary 
to  them  in  furious  rebuke.  When  their  fins  exceed,  they 
become  incorrigible,  deaf  to  warning  and  blind  to  danger 
they  muft  be  followed  with  ftroke  upon  ftroke  until  they 
are  cut  off  from  being  a  people. 

Accordingly  God  affures  us,  that  his  character  and  go- 
vernment made  it  indifpenfable,  that  thefinners  of  the  old 
world  idiould  be  deftroyed  with  an  univerfal  flood.  It  was 
improper  that  juftice  fhould  be  delayed  after  they  had  fa 
long  and  k>  obftinately  rcfufed  to  repent  and  return.  The 
deluge,  then,  that  moil  awful  of  all  paft  deflations  was 
a  requifue,  a  wife,  a  benevolent  exhibition  of  juftice.  It 
taught  intelligent  beings  the  horrid  ggilt  of  an  incorrigible 
difpbedience. 


Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  ccnfumed  as  a  neceffary 
example  to  ethers  of  the  juft  judgment  of  God  and  their 
defert  of  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 

Pharaoh  and  his  hofts  were  overthrown  in  the  Red  Sea 
to  illuftrate  God's  hatred  of  fin,  his  juftice  in  punifhing  it 
and  that  his  fanctified  ones  may  have  occafion  to  fmg  the 
fong  of  Mofes,  faying,  Iwilljing  unto  the  Lord  for  he  hat  b 
triumphed  glorisiifly. 

This  foiemn  truth  might  be,  further,  illuftrated  by  fhow- 
ing,  that  the  flaughter  of  the  Canaanites,  the  downfall  of 
Babylon  and  the  defolations  of  the  apoftate  Jews,  the  con- 
flagration of  their  city  and  their  temple  and  their  wide  dif- 
perfion  throughout  the  world,  were  but  the  wonderful  and 
neceflary  difplays  of  the  righteous  moral  government  of 
Jehovah. 

The  finking  Babylon,  which  the  angel  of  juftice  now 
holds  up  in  his  hand,  as  a  great  millftone,  which  he  is  now 
cafting  into  the  midft  of  the  fea,  crying,  Babylon  the  great 
is  fallen,  is  fallen  ;  this  unparallelled  deiolation  which  is 
now  falling  with  fuch  vengeance  upon  the  feat  of  the  idol- 
atrous, atheiftical  beaft,  is  nothing  lefs  than  an  awful  man- 
ifeftation  of  the  holinefs  of  God's  government  and  a  fulfil- 
ment of  his  fure  word  of  prophecy.  Thofe  blood  ltained 
monfters  of  profligacy  and  idolatry,  of  impiety  and  blaf- 
phemy,  of  opprelfion  and  murder,  are  now  gathered  toge- 
ther to  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty.  And 
the  wailings  of  thofe  who  for  a  few  years  may  ftand  afar 
off  and  bemoan  her  burning  fhall  not  a  moment  retard  this 
wife  example  of  the  juft  judgment  of  God. 

The  evils  which  our  age  doth  witnefs,  the  miferies  which 
impend  our  beloved  country  are  but  the  fuitable  and  ne- 
ceflary expreflion  of  God's  juftice  in  his  government  and 
his  righteous  hatred  of  fin.  For  this,  fcarcity  of  bread  ; 
peftilence  and  war,  captivity  and  death,  are  inflicting  upon 
us,  as  a  people,  who  will  not  be  reclaimed,  who  will  not 
be  warned,  who  will  not  repent  and  turn  to  God. 

2dly,  God  fendeth  defolations  on  the  earth  that  he 
way  make  known  his  wrathful  difpleafure  againft  his  ene- 
mies, 
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God's  hatred  of  fin  is  infinite.  So  foul  an  evil  as  fin 
cannot  be  overlooked  and  pardoned  without  an  adequate 
expiation,  without  a  Mediator,  nor  without  fincere  repent- 
ance and  faith  in  a  Redeemer.  Vain  is  it  then  for  impen- 
itent finners  to  hope  for  impunity.  Such  tinners  cannot 
■be  forgiven,  God  cannot  be  favourable  to  any  evil  tranf- 
greffors  who  cleave  to  their  fins. 

To  prove  his  wrath  againft  finners  God  fends  upon  them 
the  vengeance  he  hath  denounced.  Every  vifitation  of  his 
anger  fhould  convince  the  fufferers,  that  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael  hath  a  controverfy  with  them.  God's  judgments  are 
abroad  in  the  earth  to  convince  men  that  he  is  righteous 
and  they  are  wicked.  When  he  fends  forth  his  angry  to- 
kens it  fhould  admonifli  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  that 
he  is  forcly  difpleafed  and  that  he  will  not  be  appeafed  but 
by  their  humiliation  and  repentance  ;  that  they  cannot  ef- 
cape  while  they  continue  in  their  evil  ways  ;  that  calamity 
-fball  follow  calamity  until  the  truth  and  juflice  and  wrath 
of  heaven  are  fully  difpla^ed  either  in  their  correction  or 
in  their  ruin. 

Look  through  the  hiiWy  of  nations  and  you  will  find^ 
that  when  they  grofsly  depart  from  God,  and  defy  his  laws, 
then  his  glittering  fword  is  drawn  for  their  deftru&ion  and 
they  cannot  efcape.  The  iniquity  of  their  heels  will  over- 
take them  and  God  will  make  his  works  of  power  and 
wrath  glorious  in  their  overthrow. 

3dly,  By  the  defolations  which  God  fendeth  on  the 
earth  he  proves  his  fupremacy  over  the  confederacies  of 
the  wicked. 

It  is  common  in  the  courfs  of  Providence  for  corrupt 
princes  and  their  fubjecls  to  increafe  for  a  time  their  pow- 
er and  authority,  to  fubdue  others  under  their  yoke  to 
make  the  earth  tremble  and  quake  before  them.  They 
call  to  their  aid  every  deteftable  .paflion  of  the  human 
heart ,  they  interefl  in  their  caufe  every  fin  of  fraud,  of  vio- 
lence and  opprefTion,  without  remorfe  they  trample  under 
foot  all  who  oppofe  their  progrefs  and  all  who  would 
dwell  quietly  in  the  land.  Before  the  delufions  of  thefe 
guilty  powers  and  their  minifters  of  unriehteoufnefs,  truth 


falleih  in  thejlreeis  and  equity  cannot  enter.  He  who  de~ 
parteih  from  iniquity  makeih  himfelf  a  prey,  Thefe  infolent 
powers  of  the  earth  vaunt,  faying,  We  will  fwailow  them 
up. 

This  is  the  juncture  in  which  God  doth  work.  By  the 
confufion  and  defolation  which  he  fends  upon  thefe  info- 
lent  confederates  he  makes  it  manifeft,  that  he  is  above 
them;  that  they  have  rifen  and  fwolen  by  his  permifiion,, 
and  that  here  their  proud  waves  fliall  be  flayed.  To  (how 
his  fupremacy  as  Governor  of  the  world  he  takes  the  ru- 
lers and  kingdoms  of  the  earth  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power,  in  the  zenith  of  their  glory  and  dafhes  them  in 
pieces,  gives  them  as  ftubble  to  the  fire  and  as  chaff  to  the 
-whirlwind.  When  they  pitch  their  tabernacle  in  the  fides 
of  the  north  and  build  their  neft  on  high,  be  brings  them 
down  to  hell  to  the  fides  of  the  pit.  Thus  would  he  teach 
the  nations  his  name  and  make  them  know  that  he  is  God, 
Thus  doth  he  exalt  himfelf  among  the  heathen,  thus  is  he 
exalted  in  all  the  earth.  Witnefshis  fupremacy  over  Pha- 
raoh, Sennacherib  and  Nebuchadnezzar,  over  the  French 
defpotifm,  over  anti-chriftian  Rome,  the  fpiritual  Babylon. 
They  are  plucked  up  in  the  height  of  their  power. 

Behold  the  marvellous  difplay  of  God's  dominion  in  his 
late  unparalleled  deflru&ion  of  the  French  power  which 
{lands  at  the  head  of  the  anti  chriftian  league.  Never  was 
there  a  more  wonderful  and  complete  deftrucYion,  for 
which  we  and  all  nations  ought  to  adore  God's  fupremacy 
and  blefs  his  goodnefs  to  a  fuffering  world. 

4thly,  The  defolations  which  God  maketh  in  the  earth 
evince  his  protecting  care  and  faithful  love  to  his  church. 

Come  all  ye  who  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chritl ;  come  alf 
ye  who  hate  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  come  all  ye  who  af- 
flicl:  and  perfecute  his  church  ;  come  turn  afide  and  fee 
this  great  fight,  Why  the  bufh  is  not  burnt.  The  Church 
is  the  bufh  enveloped  in  flame  and  yet  is  not  burnt.  A 
fure  pledge,  that  Zion  fliall  live  in  every  age  ;  that  the 
defolations  which  annihilate  the  empires  and  nations  of  the 
earth  and  turn  the  world  upfide  down  fliall  never  make  any 
Ming  impreffion  upon  the  people  of  God,     Theirs  is  the 
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promife  given  by  him  who  cannot  lie  and  who  cannot  be 
fruftrated  in  his  faving  purpofes  when  clangers  are  moll 
threatening  to  his  heritage  and  the  foundations  of  the  earth 
are  out  of  order.  Zion  may  fay,  when  the  elements  are 
in  convulfion  and  the  waves  are  beating  over  her  head, 
The  Lord  of  Hods  is  with  us  ;  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our 
refuge. 

See  Noah  and  his  family  retiring  from  the  deluge  and 
entering  the  ark  where  the  Lord  fliut  them  in  and  pre- 
ferved  them  through  all  thofe  defolations  which  over- 
whelmed his  enemies.  See  Lot  efcaping  from  Sodom.  See 
the  children  of  Jacob  fhielded  from  the  plagues  of  Egypt, 
the  flaughter  of  the  firfl:  born  and  the  overwhelming  wa- 
ters of  the  Red  Sea. 

Behold  Shadrach,  Mefhech  and  A.bednego  and  a  fourth 
like  unto,  the  Son  of  God  walking  in  the  midM:  of  the 
burning  fiery  furnace  and  the  fmell  of  fire  hath  not  palled 
upon  them.  See  praying  Daniel  fafe  in  the  den  of  lions. 
See  the  captive  jews  emerging  from  the  ruins  of  Babylon 
and  returning  in  triumph  to  the  holy  city  of  their  folemni- 
ties.  See  the  Church  rifmg  from  the  grave  of  her  crucifi- 
ed Saviour  and  kept  in  fafety  from  that  age  to  this  through 
the  conflicts  and  fall  of  nations  and  in  the  hot  furnace  of 
bloody  perfecutiou  ! 

The  Stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain,  without  hands  fhall 
break  in  pieces  and  deftroy  and  grow  into  a  great  moun- 
tain and  fill  the  whole  earth.  Dreadful  are  the  effects  of 
heaven's  vifitations  upon  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ;  fa- 
lubrious  will  be  their  influence  upon  the  kingdom  of  our 
Redeemer.     She  Jloall  live  ;  fir  her  God Uveib. 

5thly,  God  fendeth  falvation  on  the  earth  to  convince 
men  of  a  future  judgment. 

God's  dealings  with  individuals  may  convince  us,  that  it 
Is  probable  that  a  future  judgment  fhall  rectify  the  feeming 
inequalities  of  his  prelect  government  and  that  an  ap- 
proaching retribution  will  iliow,  that  the  righteous  fhall 
not  be  as  the  wicked.  But  nations  are  here  righteouily 
punifhed  by  natioual  judgments  and  national  ruin.  Ihis 
is  a  fare  token  to  individuals,  that  another  day  God  will 
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recompence  the  wicked  upon  their  own  heads  with  an  ad- 
equate and  eternal  punifhment ;  that  finners  (hall  all  be 
confumed  as  the  moth  and  the  worm  mall  eat  them  ;  that 
the  fire  of  God's  wrath  mall  kindle  upon  them  and  {hall 
not  be  quenched.  Hence  this  warning  of  Job  to  the 
wicked,  Be  ye  afraid  of  the  /word  ;  for  wrath  hringeth  the 
•punifhment  s  of  the  /word,  thai  ye  may  know  there  is  a  judg- 
ment, 

6thly,  God  fendeth  deflations  on  the  earth  that  he 
may  bring  to  an  end  the  power  of  tyrannical  opprefTors, 
make  wars  to  ceafe  and  haften  on  the  glorious  reign  of  the 
Prince  of  Rightcoufnefs  and  Peace. 

For  faith  our  text,  He  maketh  zvars  to  ceafe  unto  the  ends 
of  the  earth  ;  he  hreaketh  the  bow  and  cutteth  thefpear  in 
funder^  he  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire. 

Thefe  awful  defolations  weaken  the  ftrength  and  dimin- 
ifli  the  refources  of  nations  and  make  them  weary  of  their 
fuiFerings  and  influence  them  to  entertain  counfels  of 
peace.  They  grow  fick  of  war  and  poverty  and  deftruc- 
tion.  Thus  before  the  coming  of  our  Lord  in  the  flefli 
the  long  and  bloody  wars  both  civil  and  foreign  which 
had  exhaufted  the  refources  of  ambitious  tyrants  and  fpread 
wretchednefs  and  defolation  through  the  Roman  Empire 
were  fucceeded  by  a  univerfal  peace,  Auguitus  Caefar  ihut 
the  temple  of  Janus  and  proclaimed  peace  to  the  whole 
world.  Then  was  ufhered  into  our  world  the  Prince  of 
Peace  and  the  Lord  of  Life  and  fet  up  that  eternal  king- 
dom which  coniifteth  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

In  like  manner  before  Chriit's  coming  in  his  millennial 
glory  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty,  during 
which  the  mafs  of  God's  anti-chriftian  enemies  fhal! 
be  deftroyed  with  an  unexampled  deftruftion  Ihall  udier  in 
a  glorious  feafon  of  peace  when  the  nations  lliall  beat  their 
fwords  into  ploughfhares  and  their  fpears  into  pruning 
hooks  and  Ihall  learn  war  no  more,  when  nothing  Ihall 
hurt  or  deftroy  in  all  God's  holy  mountain, 

IV.  We  will  fhow  how  God  brings  fafety  and  peace  to 
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iiis  Church  by  thole  defolations  with  which  he  vifits  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

While  with  adoring  wonder  and  trembling  aftonifhmen: 
God's  people  contemplate  the  awful  definition  which  he 
brings  upon  his  enemies  they  exprefs  with  gratitude  their 
filial  confidence  and  humble  rejoicing  jn  his  conftant  care 
over  them,  in  refcuing  them  out  of  thofe  fearful  defolations. 
This  is  their  dutiful  language  towards  their  faithful  guar- 
dian and  preferver,  The  Lord  of  Ho/h  is  with  us  ;  the  God 
cf  Jacob  is  our  refuge.  The  people  of  God  fhould  never 
be  call:  down  and  defpair  of  help  and  enlargement ;  but 
may  always  fay,  The  Lord  is  en  my fide ',  I  will  not  fear  what 
man  can  do  unto  me. 

It  is  not  only  true,  that  God  will  defend  and  fave  his  peo- 
ple amidil  all  the  visitations  of  his  anger  upon  the  ungod- 
ly'; but  the  very  troubles  and  judgments  which  humble 
and  overwhelm  the  wicked  are  made  fubfervient  to  the 
bell  interefls  and  profperity  of  his  heritage.  Indeed  if 
God  did  not  break  and  deflroy  the  infolent  and  oppref- 
five  powers  of  the  earth  they  would  fwallow  up  the  Church, 
The  greateft  calamities  which  the  wicked  nations  of  the 
earth  ever  experienced  were  not  only  the  prelude  but  the 
feeondary  cauies  of  fome  marvellous  falvation  to  the  re- 
deemed people  of  God* 

There  is  a  degree  of  wickednefs  and  violence,  a  heigh: 
of  power  beyond  which  God  will  not  fuffer  the  ungodly 
to  extend  themfelves,  left  his  people  fhould  fink  under  them 
and  be  overwhelmed  forever.  Therefore  the  fafety  and 
enlargement  of  Zion  depends  under  God  upon  the  de- 
ftru&ion  of  the  haughty  oppreiTors  of  the  world.  When 
you  come  and  fee  the  works  cf  the  Lord,  what  defolations 
he  doth  make  in  the  earth,  you  difcover,  that  while  hi? 
wrath  is  burning  againfl  his  enemies  his  love  is  glowing 
with  tender  affection  towards  his  own  fan&ified  children. 
While  he  (hows  his  power  and  makes  his  wrath  known 
upon  the  oppofers  of  his  government,  he  doth  fhew  him- 
felf  ftrong  for  the  falvation  of  all  thofe  who  trutf  in  him. 
What  is  death  to  God's  enemies  is  life  to  his  friends.  It 
therefore  be  ufeful  to  fhow  how,  when  the  Lore 
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rnaketh  the  earth  wafle  and  defolate,  he  is,  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment, the  fliield  of  his  Church  and  is  working  wonders  for 
her  deliverance  and  exaltation. 

Before  the  deluge  all  fiefh  had  corrupted   their  ways; 
the  earth  was  filled  with  violence  :  Giants  in  power  and 
Giants  in  wickednefs  exalted   themfelves  and  defied  the 
God  of  heaven.  The  Church  was  fo  nearly  extirpated,  that 
none  belonged  to  it  but  Noah  and  his  family  of  eight  per- 
fons.     Noah's  father  Lamech  and  his  grandfather  Methu- 
felah w7ere  pofkbly  good  men.     But  they  had  no  influence 
to  preferve  the  true  worfcip  and  religion  of  Jehovah  in 
their  houfes.     Methufelah  had,  probably  thoufands  and 
thoufands  of  defcendants  ;  but  they  had   all  apoftatized 
and  joined  their  interefls  and  affecftions  to  the  accurfed 
race  of  Cain.     Noah  had  a  fpecial  com  minion  from  heaver: 
to  arreft  this  progrefs  of  guilr.     He  preached  righteouf- 
nefs,  he  warned  them  by  building  an  ark  and  told  them 
that,  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  unlefs  they  repent- 
ed the  world  would  be  drowmed.     They  fcoffed,  they  re- 
viled, they  perfecuted  God's  Mefienger.     Not  one  heard, 
not  one  returned.     There  was  no  pofTible  v;ay,  in  the  ufe 
of  means,  to  fave  the  Church  but  by  defcroying  the  world. 
What  does  God  do -?  How  does  he  prove  himfelf  the  ref- 
uge of  his  faints.     He  took  Methufelah  and  houfed  him 
in  the  earth  that  he  fhould  not  fee  the  ruin  of  his  apoff  ate 
•race.     This  was  the  year  before  the  flood.    Lamech  had 
been  removed,  a  few  years  before,  to  that  quiet  manfion 
where  the  wicked  ceafs  from  troubling  and   where  the 
weary  are  at  reft. 

And  now,  when  the  obdurate  millions  of  the  world 
were  ready  to  deftroy  Noah  and  his  houfe  as  Cain  flew 
his  brother  Abel,  Noah  and  his  family  entered  into  the 
ark  and  the  Lord  fhut  them  in  and  made  them  ride  in  fafe- 
ty  over  the  horrible  defolations  of  the  earth,  and  brought 
them  through  the  convulfion  of  the  elements  to  a  new- 
world.  The  old  world  mud  fink  in  ruins  that  the  Church 
may  be  exalted  to  fafety  and  triumph  over  her  perfecutorso 
While  we  pafs  over  other  inftances  of  God's  faving  his 
people,  in  hours  of  peril,  by  the  definition  of  their  ent= 
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xnics,  we  will,  in  particular  notice  the  defolations  of  Egypt, 
Then  Zion  lay  among  the  pots.  The  wings  of  the  dove 
were  defiled  with  the  fikhy  idolatries  of  Egypt.  Nume- 
rous as  God's  people  were,  they  were,  almod  wholly,  per- 
verted by  the  fuperditious  wordiip  of  the  gods  of  Egypt. 
To  prevent  their  total  apodacy  they  mud  be  refcued  at 
once  from  this  land  of  idols.  But  Pharaoh  and  his  fervants 
would  not  difpenfe  with  the  profitable  labours  of  the  en- 
thralled Israelites.  They  mud  hold  them  fad  in  the  fur- 
nace of  iron.  Nothing  but  the  (Iron?  arm  of  Abraham's 
God  could  fave  them.  Fgypt  mud  be  plagued  ;  mud  be 
humbled  by  defolating  judgments.  All  her  fird  born  mu  ft 
be  flam,  before  the  infolent  tafknraders  and  bloody  oppref- 
fors  of  God's  people  would  let  them  go.  Now  awed  by 
the  fierce  wrath  of  Jehovah  the  Egyptians  entreated  the 
Jfraelites  to  depart  and  drive  them  out  in  hade.  And 
that  it  might  appear,  in  very  deed,  that  the  Lord  of 
Hods  was  with  them  and  that  the  God  of  Jacob  was  their 
refuge,  Pharaoh's  heart  was  hardened  to  purfue  after  the 
fugitives  with  the  military  drength  of  his  kingdom,  ifrael 
is  hemmed  in  at  the  Red  Sea.  And  now  behold  the  pre- 
fent  God.  The  fea  opens,  to  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord, 
a  way  for  their  efcape.  Pharaoh  and  his  horfemen  and 
his  chariots  follow  after.  The  Lord  takes  off  their  chariot 
wheels.  Pharaoh  and  his  armies  return  to  dee,  the  doods 
overwhelm  them  and  they  fink  as  lead  in  the  mighty  wa- 
ters, This  was  an  awful  day  for  Egypt  but  it  was  a  glo- 
rious triumphant  day  for  the  people  of  God. 

Then  fang  they  this  fong,  faying,  Iwillfing  unto  the  Lord : 
for  he  hath  triumphed  glorioujly  ;  the  horfe  and  his  rider 
hath  he  thrown  into  the  fea.  The  Lord  is  ?ny  flrength  and 
fong  and  he  is  become  my  fa  hat  ion  ;  he  is  my  God  and  I  will 
prepare  him  an  habitation  ;  my  father's  God  and  I  will  exalt 
him.  The  Lord  is  a  man  of  war  :  the  Lord  is  his  name. 
Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  hofls  hath  he  cafi  into  the  fea  :  his 
chojen  captains,  alfo,  are  drowned  in  the  red  fea.  The  depths 
have  covered  them  :  they  fank  into  the  bottom  as  a  flone. 
Thy  right  hand,  0  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power ;  thy 
right  hand)  0  Lord,  hath  dafhed  in  pieces  the  enemy*     Thtu 
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hi  thy  mercy  haft  led  forth  the  people  which  thou  haft  redeem* 
ed;  thou  haft  guided  them  in  thy  ftrength  unto  thy  holy  habi- 
tation. 

After  our  review  of  the  defolations  which  God  made  in 
Egypt  for  the  falvation  of  Ifrael  let  our  minds  dwell  a  mo- 
ment upon  the  judgments  which  for  his  people's  fake  he 
inflicted  upon  Amnion  and  Moab  and  Idumea  and  the  feven 
nations  of  Canaan  and  let  us  follow  the  captive  Church  of 
God  to  Babylon.  To  human  apprehenfion  fhe  then  lay 
forfaken  and  forlorn,  the  fport  and  derifion  of  her  enemies, 
holden  in  iron  fetters  by  the  mod  formidable  defpotifm  on 
earth  her  mifery  exceeded  all  help  and  relief,  See  -  the 
veffels  of  the  houfe  of  her  God  profaned  in  the  impious 
idolatrous  feads  of  profligate  blafphemers  who  drank  wine 
in  the  facred  bowls  and  cups  and  praifed  their  gods  of  gold 
and  filver,  wood  and  (tone.  Zion  was  now  in  her  mod  abjecl: 
and  hopelefs  (late.  But  the  Lord  of  Hods  was  with  her. 
In  that  very  night  her  humiliation  ended  and  a  mighry 
Saviour  was  raifed  up  for  her  deliverance.  In  that  night 
Babylon  was  taken,  Belfhazzar  was  flain,  and  Darius  the 
Mede  took  the  kingdom.  Cyrus  the  allocate  of  Darius 
iffued  his  joyous  proclamation  to  the  people  of  God  to  re- 
turn unto  the  land  of  their  father's  fepulchres  and  to  build 
again  the  temple  of  the  Lord  which  had  been  burnt  with 
fire.  The  terrible  overthrow  of  the  empire  of  Babylon 
was  the  very  means  ufed  by  God  to  raife  his  Church  and 
reftore  her  again  to  her  ancient  feat  of  worfhip.  iUluding 
to  this  overthrow  of  Babylon  the  evangelical  prophet  ex- 
claims, What  Jhall  one  then  anjwer  the  mejfengers  of  the  na- 
tion ?  That  the  Lord  hath  founded  Zion  and  the  poor  of  his 
people  jhall  truft  in  it. 

Calling  our  eyes  over  the  dedruftion  of  Jerufalem,  the 
conflagration  of  God's  holy  temple,  the  abolition  of  the 
Jewifti  worihip  and  ordinances  and  the  miferable  daughter 
and  captivity  and  utter  difperfion  of  the  Lord's  heritage, 
let  us  remember  that  all  this  was  the  neceffary  pumfti- 
ment  of  their  apodafy  and  their  unparalleled  guilt  in  flied- 
ding  the  Redeemer's  blood:  all  this  was  neceflary  for  the 
prefervation  and  enlargement  of  the  true  Church  of  Chrili 
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,is  it  is  writ 'ten ,  AW  if  the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  oft 
world  and  the  diminijl)ing  rfthem  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles. 
For  if  the  cafling  away  of  them  he  the  reconciling  of  the  world^ 
whatjhall  the  receiving  of  them  be  but  life  from  the  dead  ? 

I  will  detain  you  with  but  one  indance  more  to  fhow 
you,  that  God's  love  to  his  Church  and  his  watchful  care 
of  her  is  wonderfully  difplayed  by  the  overthrow  and  def- 
truclion  of  her  implacable  enemies.  This  indance  is  re- 
corded in  prophecy  and  has  in  part  been  exaclly  fulfilled 
in  providence.  This  indance  is  the  exemplary  and  awful 
deftruclion  of  myftical  Babylon,  the  idolatrous  atheidical 
Church  of  Rome. 

This  mondrous  -.power  has  been  the  mod  formidable 
and  cruel  enemy  which  ever  afflicted  and  waded  the  true 
Church  of  God.  For  twelve  hundred  years  has  myftical 
Babylon  praclifed  and  profpered  and  trampled  under  foot 
the  followers  of  the  Lamb.  Oceans  of  blood  have  been 
flied  ;  millions  upon  millions  of  lives  have  been  dedroyed 
by  her  mercilefs  hands.  Now  for  many  long  centuries 
have  the  fouls  of  faints  and  martyrs  fiain  j  or  the  teflimony  of 
yefus  Chrifi  cried unto  him  from  under  the  altar  faying^  Mow 
long  0  Lord  holy  and  true  dojl  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our 
blood  on  them  who  dwell  en  the  earth.  He,  who  is  the  re- 
fuge of  his  faints,  hath  never  forfaken  them.  Their  pray- 
ers have  entered  into  his  ears.  In  the  time  appointed  he 
tyiH  fully  avenge  his  own  elecl  and  will  fhow  himfelf  ftrong 
in  overwhelming  their  enemies  and  in  exalting  to  fafety 
and  glory  thofe  who  trull  in  him. 

My  hearers,  this  day  of  revenge  has  come ;  it  has 
made  awful  progrefs  for  more  than  twenty  years.  God 
las  fcorched  with  the  iiercenefs  of  his  indignation  the  feat 
*)f  the  bead.  The  blood,  of  thofe  who  have  the  name  of 
the  bead  written  in  their  foreheads,  has  flowed  in  torrents. 
•God  has  given  them  blood  to  drink  for  they  are  worthy. 

The  lad  year,  their  mighty  hods,  under  their  infolent 
and  blafphemcus  leader,  have  been  gathered  together,  as 
in  the  place  Armageddon,  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day 
of  God  Almighty.  They  have  fallen  by  the  fword,  have 
beetled  into  captivity,  have  perifhed  by  famine  and  peftU 
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fence.  The  ft'ars  in  their  courfes  have  fought  againfr 
them  ;  the  elements  of  nature  and  the  artillery  of  heaven 
have  combined  ia  their  total  overthrow.  -  And  be  allured 
that  in  God's  time,  this  ruin  of  Babylon  (hall  be  complete. 
Already  hurled  from  the  angels  hand  flic  is  rapidly  falling 
and  foon  fnal!  (lie  fink  as  a  millflone  into  the  midfl  of  the 
fea  and  ihali  rife  again  no  more  forever. 

The  earth  fhail  reft  and  be  quiet.  Wars  foall  ceafe  uritw 
the  ends  of  the  earth ,  he  breaketh  the  bow  and  cutteth  the 
fpear  in  [under,  he  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire.  The  en- 
emies of  God  {hall  fink  as  a  Hone  into  the  depths  of  the 
fea.  For  the  Lord  of  Hods  is  not  indifferent  to  the  groans 
of  his  creature  man.  Our  God  will  hear  and  redeem  Zi- 
on  with  judgment.  Then  in  this  and  in  all  lands  the  bat- 
tle of  the  warrior  (hall  ceafe.  God  will  confirm  the  couh- 
fels  of  thofe  who  Jove  peace.  He  will  fcatter  the  people 
who  delight  in  war. 

Rejoice  over  her  thou  feaven  and  ye  holy  apqftles  and  pro- 
phets, for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.  And  a  mighty  ajt- 
gel  took  up  a  fione,  like  a  great  millftone  and  cajl  it  into  the 
fea,  faying,  Thus  with  violence  fh all  that  great  city  Babylon 
be  thrown  down  and  Jhall  be  found  no  more  at  all.  And 
after  thefe  things  1  heard  a  great  voice  of  much  people  in  hea- 
ven, faying,  Alleluia;  falvation  and  glory  and  honour  and 
power  unto  the  Lord  our  God*  For  true  and  righteous  are 
his  judgments  ;  for  he  hath  judged  the  great  whore,  which 
did  corrupt  the  earth  with  her  fornication  and  hath  avenged 
the  blood  of  his  fervants  at  her  hand.  And  again  he  J aid9 
Alleluia.  And  her  fmoke  rofe  up  forever  and  ever.  And  I 
heard  as  it  were  the  voice  of  a  great  -multitude  and  as  the 
voice  of  many  waters  and  as  the  voice  of  mighty  thunderings7 
faying,  Alleluia  :  for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth. 
CONCLUSION. 

My  hearers,  our  text  and  the  prefent  afpecls  of  provi- 
dence have  called  our  attention  to  an  interefling  fubjeft. 
We  have  contemplated  the  way  of  the  Lord  in  the  judg« 
ments  which  he  executeth.  We  have  feen  him  doing 'ter- 
rible things  in  righteoufhefs  ;  proftrating  his  enemies  and 
►enimg  Zion  with  judgment.    "And  (hall  we  not  fear 
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before  this  great  and  terrible  God  ?  Shall  we  not  fear  to 
defy  and  offend  him  who  hath  pronounced  the  word,  / 
will  render  a  recompence  ta  mine  enemies  and  fury  to  my  adver- 
faries  ?  Let  finners  in  Zion  be  afraid  and  fearfulnefs  take 
hold  on  hypocrites  ;  for  when  he  maketh  inquifition  for 
blood  they  fhall  not  efcape. 

We  fee  a  day  fuch  as  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  nor 
our  fathers'  fathers  have  hen  :  a  day  fo  dark,  fo  gloomy 
and  terrible.  Scarcely  can  the  f'ftory  of  man  point  to  a 
feafon  of  fuch  horrid  wickednefs  and  to  fnch  mighty  def- 
lations as  have  become  familiar  to  the  people  of  the  prefent 
age. 

Great  Babylon  who  has  (o  long  waded  Zion  and  drunk- 
en the  blood  of  men,  who  has  fent  round  the  cup  of  afflic- 
tion and  didrefs  to  others  has  now  the  cup  of  indignation 
put  into  her  own  hand  ;  God  is  making  her  to  drink  of  it 
to  the  very  dregs.  For  a  number  of  years  hath  this  cup 
gone  round  from  nation  to  nat;on.  And  this  cup  of  hu- 
miliation and  woe  which  Babylcju  hath  mingled  for  others 
ihe  is  now  drinking  to  the  bottom.' 

Never  before  was  there  fuchdiimay  and  darknefs  in  the 
kingdom  of  the  bead.  No  one  bewitched  with  her  force- 
ries,  attached  to  her  interefts  and  fympathetic  in  her  infi- 
delity and  crimes  can  arrefl  the  progrefs  of  her  deftruclion. 

For  years,  porlibly,  may  her  agonies  be  protracted  and 
her  dying  fpafms  fill  her  friends  and  votaries  with  terror  and 
anguifh.  But  her  end,  her  end  is  come  and  fink  fhemufr 
to  rife  no  more,  and  the  multitudes  fhe  has  leagued  with 
fliall  be  fwallowed  in  the  fame  vortex  of  ruin. 

God  has  lifted  up  his  awful  voice  to  his  people  in  Ame- 
rica :  but,  alas !  how  many  neither  hear  nor  regard  it. 
They  cry  peace  and  fafety  while  his  providence  forebodes 
no  peace,  unlefs  we  return  by  deep  repentance  and  put 
away  thofe  fins  and  attachments  by  which  we  fymbolize 
with  his  grand  enemy.  Qh  my  countrymen,  come  and 
fee  the  defolations  of  Babylon.  Wait  not  on  account  of 
•her,  but  hear  and  obey  this  heavenly  precept,  Come  out  of 
her,  my  people,  that  ye  be<-  not  partakers  of  hci  f  o< 
rotoflierph?" 
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